THE REIGN OF ASSHURBANAPAL.          261

important gain to Assyrian territory. He had
introduced no new policy, and was now barely
holding his own, surrounded by dangers which
menaced the continuance of the empire.

A danger greater than any other was now ready
to come to the surface. During all these years
there had been an external peace and calm in
Babylonia. Shamash-shuin-ukin had been ac-
knowledged as king, in accordance with his fa-
ther's will, and in his hands were now the inter-
nal affairs of Babylonia. This arrangement in the
very nature of things could not endure, for the tem-
per of the Babylonian people was utterly foreign to
it. It might from certain points of view appear like
an almost ideal arrangement. It gave freedom in
all matters of local concern, and made it possible
for the Babylonians to devote themselves to art,
literature, and science, as they had always desired.
But the Babylonian people could not be brought
to any such devotion of their talents. They re-
membered the days of old when theirs was the
world's chief city, and when the most sacred and
solemn rites of religion were closely knit into the
framework of their civil administration. How
changed was all this! Their present ruler was
the son of an Assyrian king, and, in the opinion of
their priesthood, was no properly sanctified king
at all. He was indeed no king for another reason.
Asshurbanapal was a man of such intense person*
ality, of such overweening pride, that there could
be no king beside him, Shamash-shum-ukin could